
 
 
 

 
 

BARLEY 
Annual Village Meeting  

WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY 2025 at 8PM 
 
 

 Minutes 
 
 

1. In Attendance: 
28 members of the public, 4 Parish Councillors, the RFO and the Parish Clerk. 
 

2. Barley Parish Council – Jerry Carlisle and Yvonne Lee welcome: 
Jerry Carlisle the Parish Council’s Chair for 2024/25 welcomed all and gave a short update 
on what the Parish Council has been active on as reflected in all the Parish Council Minutes 
up to the end of April 2025.  Cllr Carlisle then thanked Fiona Hill for her years of service as 
our County Councillor who stepped down from the position this year.  
 
The new Chair Yvonne Lee then introduced herself, thanking Jerry Carlisle for all his years as 
Chair of the Parish Council, and introduced our new County Councillor Ruth Brown, 
following this years May elections.   
 

3. Ex County Councillor Fiona Hill 
Fiona Hill gave a farewell report of news and activity she has been involved with as County 
Councillor over the last few months before thanking Barley Parish Council and the village for 
their support over the years.  See Appendix. 
 
County Councillor Ruth Brown 
Cllr Brown introduced herself and thanked Cllr Hill for all her hard work over the years. 
 
Report from District Councillor Martin Prescott 
Cllr Martin Prescott gave a short report on recent activity – advising that road cleansing and 
drainage issues are still ongoing, and that there has been a change in contractors which has 
caused  issues and delays. Cllr Prescott also thanked Fiona Hill for her years as County 
Councillor and welcomed Ruth Brown into the role.  
 
 
 



Barley Charities 
The Barley Parish Charities is an organisation that dates possibly earlier than the bellringers!  
With the primary objective to donate monies to those in need.  There is a committee of 
trustees who manage the income. It was set up in the days where there was no national 
health service and is to help people of reduced needs.  They have given a donation to the 
Scouts. We also support the school, the community group, the scouts, and individuals 
looking to do any particular voluntary work who need assistance with travelling costs. 
Income is about £4,000 a year, on investments from approx £60K. If anyone becomes aware 
of anyone who needs help, please do get in touch with Geoffrey Wilkerson, all enquiries of 
course are confidential.  
 

4. Reports from local Organisations 
Various members of local clubs then gave a short report on their clubs recent activities.  
Summarised as follows 
 

• The Tennis Club 
Barley Tennis Club is thriving. Currently we have 153 members using the Courts.  We are 
completely self-funded with some of the cheapest membership prices around.  We always 
welcome new members (£50 for new family membership with a £45 renewal price).  Cost to 
reseurface 34K.  looks to be done in 2030.  The Tennis Club became a Charity recently in 
order to protect members to ensure a strong legal entity. We are part of the LTA so 
insurances liability and risk assessments are all done annually.  
 

• The Scouts 7th Royston Scouts  
The Scouts currently have 120 children who take part in all groups Beavers Cubs Scouts and 
Explorers with a large waiting list.  Ranges of activity from cooking craft skills, climbing 
walking skills camping. Etc. Lots of camps coming up.  All funded through the subscriptions 
from the children who take part.  Scout leaders are all volunteers and we are looking for 
more people to volunteer with us  as a Leader or assistant of any kind, please get in touch!  
There are plans for a new and improved Scout hut and we have worked with the Parish 
Council and thank them for their support.   
 

• Barley Show 
This year Barley Flower and Village Show will be on the 12th July.  It is the 135th Year that the 
show has been running and we really encourage people to enter the flower show 
competition!  It’s not just Flowers but many different baking and making categories and 
anyone can enter and we look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 

• Barley Social Hub:  
The Barley Social Hub as a committee of 4 people.  We help to facilitate other people’s 
events and have put on our own concerts and talks in the Church, having helped to raise 
£30KCirca for the Barley Church Facilities fund.  Did a virtual balloon race and about 100 
people took part. 60% of profits will go to the British Legion and the 40% to the Church 
Facilities Fund. Next we have the Community Choir 26th October. Ideas are very welcome for 
other ideas. And also every 3rd Thursday there is a Coffee Morning at The Fox and Hounds 
run by the Barley Social Hub.  



 
• Gardening Club;  

Barley gardening club has been going for many years.  We meet on the 1st Monday of the 
month at 7.30pm.  We have over 100 people who receive the monthly newsletter and have 
about 30 regular visitors to the club.  We always have a speaker at the events which are £3 
per visit, £10 for the year.  We are affiliated with RHS and we have a card that we can share 
with the members.  
 

• Knitting Group  
Every Christmas we fundraise for a different Charity by knitting Post box toppers that are 
installed every year. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month unless otherwise 
notified, and everyone is very welcome.  
 

• Bell Ringers 
The bell ringers are the oldest club in the village.  We practice at 7.30 on Wednesday 
evenings.  We ring the bells on Sundays once or twice a month for the Church service. 
Weddings we also do when asked.  We also look after the Church clock ensuring it remains 
on time.  If anyone would like a tour to the top please do get in touch and we can make that 
happen. 
 

• The Barley Charities  
With the primary objective to donate monies to those in need, there is a committee of 
trustees who manage the income. It was set up in the days where there was no national 
health service and is to help people of reduced needs.  We also support the school, the 
community group, the scouts, and individuals looking to do any particular voluntary work 
who need assistance with travelling costs. Income is about £4,000 a year, on investments 
from approx £60K. If anyone becomes aware of anyone who needs help, please do get in 
touch with Geoffrey Wilkerson, all enquiries are confidential.  
 

• The Church – Vanessa Martin 
We have a new Rector Rev Mark Brigen.  
Barley Church is running at a deficit and more fundraising is being done to help support it. 
On behalf of Barley Church we would like to thank The Barley Social Hub for their support in 
raising funds for new, much needed toilet and kitchen facilities in the Church . We’ve had 
many fantastic nights in the Church as a result of their efforts and alongside the Flower 
Tower installation, have raised over £25,000. Architects have now been approached and 
plans are being created.  More information to come.  
 

• Royal British Legion – Sue Williams 
We are the Barley, Barkway, Nuthampstead, Reed and Anstey branch.  We are fairly large in 
area but small in the amount of people - but we manage to raise a lot of money.  Mainly a 
fundraising branch, several events have been held including a cheese and wine supper with 
some entertainment last October and others are planned for the forthcoming year.   
 
 
 
 



The Community Garden 
The Community Garden aim is to bring people together as a social space. We have school 
groups who come weekly who have their own beds where they learn about food and 
flowers.  Richmonds kindly sponsored the orchard and 14 different types of fruit trees were 
planted in February. Fund Raising is a priority and how we can continue to keep inviting 
people in.  
 

• The Community Choir  
The Community Choir sings in Barley on Tuesday between 6-7pm at The Town House. We 
have an excellent and supportive teacher who runs the choir, and we do a number of local 
events which you can be a part of too.  We welcome anyone who would like to join.   
 

5. AOB 
A member of the public complained about the speed of vehicles along Smiths End Lane and 
asked if anything could be done about it. Discussions were held about potential options of 
what is possible and the Chair advised the meeting that options were still being 
investigated.  
 
End 
Cllr Yvonne Lee, Chairman of Barley Parish Council thanked all contributors and attendees 
for coming. The meeting closed at 9.52pm. 
 








