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Barley Parish Council meeting: 4th November 2024 at 8pm,  
Town House, Church End, Barley. 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
1.1 Cllr Jerry Carlisle (Chair), Cllr Alan Cayford, Cllr Yvonne Lee, Cllr Ali Hearn, Cllr Neil Cockrell, District Cllr Martin 

Prescott, County Cllr Fiona Hill,  
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
2 members of the public.  
   
1.  Apologies 
 
1.1 Cllr Ian Turner & Nick Shaw sent their apologies.   
 
2.  Declarations of Interest  
 
2.1 No declarations of interest were made. 
 
3.  Minutes 
 
3.1  The minutes of the Barley Parish Council meeting held on 7th October 2024 were approved as a true and 

accurate record of proceedings. Proposed Cllr Cayford , Seconded by Cllr Cockrell. 
 
4.  Public Participation 
 
4.1 None.  
 
5.  Planning 
 
5.1 Reference: 24/02112/FPH - Full Permission Householder (deadline 8th Nov): Single storey front and rear 

extensions and roof extension including raised ridge height, part hip to gable end and insertion of 3 no. 
rooflights and second floor side window to facilitate conversion of loft into habitable accommodation.  
The Basset, High Street, Barley, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8HU  

  
5.2  Reference: 24/02158/FPH- Full Permission Householder (deadline 8th Nov): Single storey side and rear 

extensions and roof extension including raised ridge height, part hip to gable end and insertion of 3 no. 
rooflights and second floor side window to facilitate conversion of loft into habitable accommodation.  
The Gray, High Street, Barley, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8HU 
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The meeting considered the above two applications and requested the Clerk to respond to NHDC as follows: 
 
Barley Parish Council considered the applications Reference: 24/02158/FPH & Reference: 24/02112/FPH but 
unfortunately we could not come to a decision because of a lack of information regarding the increase of the 
height of the ridge where there were no dimensions shown on the plans accompanying the application and it 
was impossible to scale the plans.  There was also no Design and Access Statement which we would have 
expected to see bearing in mind the location of the properties within the heart of the Barley Conservation 
Area (not withstanding that these are fairly new properties).  
  
We did note however that each application requests consideration of the other application and we were 
surprised that the work to both properties were two separate applications rather than one overall application 
given that work to one in terms of the ridge could not realistically be undertaken in isolation. A further query 
was raised regarding the location of the roof lights and whether or not these should be designated as means 
of escape with associated safety precautions in place. In the circumstances can you please answer the queries 
raised and also give us a suitable extension of time to enable us to properly finalise our comments with regard 
to the applications once we have the information requested. 

 
5.3 Ref: 24/02357/LBC Listed Building Consent: Replace existing rear ground floor bathroom and kitchen 

windows with double glazed units. 7 High Street, Barley, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 8HZ  
 
 No objections were raised from the Council.  
  
5.4  Ref: DM/6006/24 ~ Proposed Waiting Restrictions in High Street, Barley, Royston (On hold) 

The Clerk has requested further information for this application, Still on hold.  
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6.  Finance RFO report  
6.1.  To consider and approve payments for the Council. 
 

Barley Parish Council    

EXPENSES     

 

 
 
The Payments were agreed. Proposed Cllr Cayford, Seconded Cllr Hearn. 
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6.2  The RFO had also produced a draft budget for the next financial year - 2025/2026.  It was highlighted once 
again (as in the October 2024 meeting) – that the Council are due to bear certain costs under the terms of the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Police Commissioners Office (see appendix at the end) for the 
Truvelo Camera Scheme with effect from April 2025 after running its 3-year free pilot scheme.  It was noted 
that additional costs due to inflation and salary raises would also now apply details of which we were still 
waiting for, on top of the expected costs listed in the original MoU.  
 
 The RFO took the Councillors through the draft 2025/2026 budget, line by line, where the Councillors 
discussed the merits of possible changes and reductions, to see how the cost of the Truvelo Camera Scheme 
could be accommodated without substantially increasing the Precept, due to these costs.  The Clerk also 
advised that she was researching grant options available.  Because not all Councillors had been present at all 
recent meetings where the Truvelo Camera Scheme had been discussed, it was suggested that the Clerk should 
organise an informal get together to knowledge share to bring everyone up to date, ahead of finalising a 
decision to be made hopefully at December’s Parish Council meeting as to how best to move forward with the 
Truvelo Camera Scheme and the 2025/26 budget.  

 
7.0 To consider and approve payments for The Town House Charity (as Sole Trustee) 
Barley Town House Charity - Expenses   

 
 
The payments were agreed. Proposed Cllr Lee, Seconded Cllr Hearn.  
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8. Reports from County/District Councillors 
8.1  To receive a report from County Cllr Hill 
Cllr Hill reported that: 

• The Step2Skills Adult Learning Service Job Fair took place in Stevenage on 24th October and was very well 
attended. 

• I attended a meeting with the OPCC and Barley Parish Council on 28th October regarding speed cameras. 

• The Halloween event again took place on 31st October at Royston Fire Station with an incredible number of 
visitors from the community. The Fire Station is hosting events for SEND schools and clients from local care 
accommodation from 4th to 8th November. 

• There will be Christmas Extravaganza on 2nd December at Royston Fire Station. 

• I carried out a Rural Councillors’ Surgery in Nuthampstead with District Councillor Martin Prescott on Saturday, 
2nd November.  

• The Services for Young People Awards Evening took place on 4th November celebrating the remarkable 
achievements of young people through their engagement with Services for Young People projects. 

• There is also a Councillors’ Surgery in the Royston Market on Saturday, 16th November. 

• The proposed salt bin on Bakers Lane has been requested and confirmation that it meets the criteria is 
awaited. 

• Highways Action Plan was forwarded all relevant parties for review. 

• The Consultation on the yellow lines in Barley High St is still on hold and we are awaiting news on when this 
will begin again. 

• The hedge on London Road has been chased for cutting again, together with verges on Shaftenhoe End Road. 

• I am Investigating the possibility of kerbside electric vehicle charging following a request from a resident. 

• I continue to work with District Councillor Martin Prescott on street cleaning and the North Herts (District) 
Council “consultation” on the litter bins. 

• Winter Reads at Royston Library started on 1st November 2024 and ends on 31st January 2025. There are six 
challenges and prizes including an iPad. 

• I am working with partners on improvements to physical/mental health through nutrition education, exercise 
such as health walks, park runs and groups addressing social isolation. 

 
8.2  To receive a report from Cllr Martin Prescott 
Cllr Prescott reported that: 
 

• A Rural Councillors’ Surgery in Nuthampstead went ahead with Cllr Fiona Hill on Saturday, 2nd November.  

• That he was continuing to work closely with all parties on the monthly cleanses in the village. 
 
9. Reports from Working Parties, Committees and Portfolio Holders 
9.1  Town House Charity  
9.1.1 Cllr Cayford confirmed all weekly Health and Safety checks had been carried out and one fire extinguisher  

needs replacing.  
 

9.2 Plaistow & Childrens Playground 
9.2.1 Cllr Cayford carried out weekly checks on the playground and Plaistow.  
9.2.2  The broken paving step down to the Tennis Courts has been fixed.  
9.2.3 The suggestion of adding chicken wire to the fence in the Plaistow to stop children climbing it has been found 

to be unfeasible.  Instead Cllr Carlisle suggested a couple of “do not climb” signs.  The Clerk advised an 
estimated cost of around £34.  It was agreed the Clerk would action.  

 
9.3 Truvelo Speed Cameras Scheme 
9.3.1 See 6.2  
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10.     Clerks Report 
10.1 A request for Dog Poo signs by a resident has been received following a lack of picking up by dog owners along 

the public footpath from Smiths End Lane to Pudding Lane.  It was agreed the Clerk can purchase some. 
10.2 Still no news from HCC on the Footpath to the Plaistow from Church End, or action regarding the rabbit holes 

on the footpath leading from the Cricket Field to Standard Hill behind Lovely View Stables.  
10.3 Parish Notice Boards – Barley Maintenance Co. had been requested to advise on appropriate work to refurbish 

the Noticeboards. 
10.4 A quotation for the repair of the gate leading to the Plaistow from the High Street/Bankside has been received 

at a  cost of £380. The Council agreed the cost and requested the Clerk instruct the works accordingly.  
10.5 Allotments.  Cllr Carlisle advised the Council that he had been informed by Matthew Doggett that the water 

supply for the allotments had been temporarily interrupted.  This is expected to be reinstated over the next 
few months in time for the new growing season.  

 

11. Items of correspondence 
11.1  None. 
 
12. Items for future discussion 
12.1 The Truvelo Speed Scheme. Decisions are expected to be made at the next meeting.  
 
13.  Date of next Barley Parish meeting 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be 2nd December 2024, commencing at 8pm.  
 

Contact: clerk@barleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 












